
Yesterday: Cedar Rapids: A picture is worth a thousand words; 

therefore, youôre going to get a lot of pictures in this newsletter, thanks to 
Jim and Martha MaGahan. If you want a copy of any photo Jim has taken, 
email him at jemcgahan@gmail.com.  

 
Military vets, Bill Woolgar & Dave Bundy 
(Mid-Florida Milers), reminisce about 
their old Army friend, the Sherman tank 
@ Veteransô Memorial Stadium.  

Today: Hosted by Dairyland Walkers 

Today will be your last convention walk in ñA-maize-ingò Iowa, 
but you will really start the walk in Illinois. Each time you cross 
the Mississippi River you move from one state to the other; the 
state line is right down the  middle of the river. The Quad City 
area is made up of four cities; Davenport and Bettendorf in 
Iowa and Moline and Rock Island in 
Illinois (Actually a fifth city includes 
East Moline, IL). The Mississippi runs 
east to west at this point, so Iowa is 
due north of Illinois. The population of 
the Quad City area is about 400,000 
with Davenport being the largest of 
the five cities. The walk will only be in 
Rock Island and Davenport. The de-
sign for the award patch today is the 
Quad City logo. 
 

In 2010 the German American Heritage Center in Davenport  
opened a new interactive, audio-visual, intergenerational ex-
hibit that takes you on an exploration of what it was like to be 
an immigrant in the 1800s. It is open from noon to 4 pm on 
Sundays. Admission fee is $5 adults $4 seniors and $3 chil-
dren. 
 

Returning to the start point you will cross the Mississippi on 

the Government Bridge past Lock and Dam #15, the largest 

roller dam in the world. This will also take you across a small 

portion of Arsenal Island. The island was originally established 

as a government site in 1816 with the building of Fort Arm-

strong. It is now an active US Army facility and the largest 

government-owned weapons manufacturing arsenal in the 

United States. It is on the National Register of Historic Places 

and has a great US Army museum open to the public. 

If you want to do the Davenport YRE, the start box is at the 

Botanical Center today only. 

Early risers get in line to register 
at the Stadium.  

New fans of the Cedar Rapids Kernels, who 
play at the Stadium, are Dan & Ellen Peters 
(SD) and Jerry & Karen Dix (NE).  

Maryann Brown (OR), Mar-
tha McGahan (NE), & Karen 
& Jerry Dix (NE) take a 
break from the walking as 
they enter Czech Village.  

Enjoying the Czech music 
are Charlotte Fletcher 
(OH), Jan Wahrer (KY), & 
Joyce Munchel (OH).  

 Mary Anne & Mark Conway 
(Des Moines) join a still life 
scene with the models of 
Grant Woodôs famous Ameri-
can Gothic in the CR CVB 



Tomorrow: 

Have a safe trip home. Hope you have enjoyed your stay in A-
maize-ing Iowa. We have enjoyed showing you our state. 
Come back again sometime. 
 

YREs in the area: 

The Greater Des Moines Volkssport Association has the fol-
lowing YRE: 

Davenport-Mojoôs Coffee shop (2 walks) 
 The walk box will be at the Botanical Gardens today. 
 

The Lincoln Hwy series of walks continues in Illinois and Indi-
ana during 2011 & 2012. Their start points are as follows: 
Illinois: 
 Rock Falls/Sterling-Police Dept. 1013-7th Ave. 
 Franklin Grove-Lincoln Hwy National HQ, 135 N. Elm St. 
 Geneva-Geneva History Center. 1135 Third St. 
 Frankfort-Always Open Convenience Store, 6 W Elwood. 
Indiana: 
 Valparaiso-Fairfield Inn & suites, 2101 E Morthland Dr. 
 Plymouth-Chriatos Family Dining, 2227 N Michigan St. 
 Warsaw-KCH Health & Wellness Ctr, 1500 Provident Dr. 
 Columbia City-Family YMCA, 950 E. Van Buren St. 
 Fort Wayne-VA Northern IN Health Care, 2121 Lave Ave. 

 

Stuff you should Know: 

Spring time and early summer in Iowa are tornado time. Storm 
announcements are often tracked and announced by the 
county. Iowa has 99 counties. We will be walking in 9 Iowa 
counties and one each in Nebraska & Illinois as follows.   

DavenportðScott Co. 
Rock Island, ILðRock Island Co. 

Most cities will have siren tornado warning systems. If you 
hear a tornado siren, take shelter in a building at the lowest 
level possible away from windows.   
 

Other Stuff: 

¶ Ready to do another walk today? Two YREs are available 
in Davenport. Since the startpoint (Mojoôs Coffee Shop) is 
now closed on Sundays, the walk box is right here at the 
Botanical Center in Rock Island.  

¶ All our volunteers have been fantastic! We could not have 
pulled off this convention if it hadnôt been for all the help 
we have received from the clubs in our neighboring states: 
Nebraska, Minnesota, Missouri, and Wisconsin.  Thanks 
also to the Hawkeye Hikers and the tireless members of 
the Greater Des Moines Volkssport Association, many 
who have worked every day of the convention.   

¶ We have received many compliments, thank you. Please 
let us know if you have any recommendations of how we 
could have done better; we will pass those comments on 
to the next convention organizer. 

 

Additional Pictures taken during the week. 

Three generations of the Shute and Thomison 
family (CO) leave the Stadium for a stroll 
around Cedar Rapids.  

Al Forsythe is the 
envy of most 
volkswalkers.  He 
hails from Beaver 
Creek, OH, which 
is next door to 
Xeniaéabout the 
only X volkswalk in 
the country for the 
alphabet books.  

Thatôs all Folks 


